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DECEMBER REVERENCE, RESPECT, 
RESPONSIBILITY  
Reverence-Genuflect correctly 
Respect-Be helpful to the less fortunate outside of school 
Responsibility-Proper uniform 
 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
When you receive this newsletter, we will have begun the 
beautiful Church season of Advent.  The Gospel from St. 
Luke tells us, “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, 
and the stars.  On earth, nations will be in dismay…Be 
vigilant at all times and pray…” We may feel pulled by 
Christmas preparations, but preparations for Christ’s birth 
require prayers and vigil.  Lord, teach us to pray, so that 
your Word is born into the world.   
 
ACCEDITATION REVIEW VISIT  
We at St. Jude Catholic School received an outstanding 
accreditation review.  This success was achieved with 
much preparation and dedication of our pastor, 
administration, teachers, staff, parents, and students.  
Thank you to all 71 people who were interviewed and to all 
of you for your prayerful support and help!  We are very 
blessed at St. Jude.  The Review Team commended us for 
the strong emphasis and evidence of Catholic Identity 
woven through curriculum and practice.  It’s beautiful to 
see the Christ-filled academic learning environment we 
provide for the children.  Even though we received many 
high commendations there is still room for improvement.  
Once we receive the final report from the North Central 
Accreditation I will publicize it.   
 
NCEA PRINCIPAL’S FORUM  
I returned from a dynamic Principal’s Conference held in 
Jacksonville, Florida where we had 2 windy, chilly days 
and 2 warm and sunny days.  The networking among us 
principals provides support and continued professional 
development in education.  Listed here are some of the 
topics covered in the sessions: 

• 7 Keys to Leadership through Positive 
Communication 

• Supervising for Learning 
• Helping Teachers Teach Difficult Children 
• Why Should I Care about Twitter and other Web 

2.0 Tools 
• Supervision:  Very, Very Good Vision 
• Spirit-Filled Leadership for an Emerging Future  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

VISION STATEMENT  
 
 

Our vision for St. Jude Catholic 
School is to create a faith-filled 

academic community composed of 
students, parents, faculty, and staff 

which offers a Christ-centered 
education and embraces the 

uniqueness of all students to be 
life-long learners. 

 

 

St. Jude Catholic School 
School Improvement Goal 

 
Goal:  All students will 
improve reading  
comprehension across  
the curriculum. 
 

Intervention:   All students 
will participate in a Six 
Traits of an Effective Reader 
program for instruction in 
reading comprehension. 
 

These Six Traits are:  
 

Decoding Conventions 
Building Context 
Comprehending 
Interpretation 
Synthesizing 
Evaluating 

 

 

St. Jude School Mission 
Statement 

 

St. Jude Catholic School 
community, a vital part of the 
St. Jude Catholic parish, is 
dedicated to educating each 
child spiritually, intellectually, 
emotionally culturally, and 

physically. 
 



 
 
 
 

Pemberton Drive will be open for 
parking on December 7th thru 

December 18th because of Class 
Holiday Parties. 

 

FIRST RECONCILIATION  
Please keep our second grade children and their families in 
your prayers.  The children will receive the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, Thursday, December 3rd for the first time. 
 
LIGHT OF LEARNING AWARD  
Thank you to the parents and teachers who nominated 
teachers to receive the Diocesan Light of Learning Award.  
The committee reviewed all nominations and chose Mrs. 
Kim Berghoff to be the recipient this year!  
Congratulations, Mrs. Berghoff!  I want to share with you 
some of the reasons why she was chosen: 

• Teaches the fundamentals to succeed in life 
• Takes precious time to motivate, inspire, and build 

up her students and parents 
• Makes sure the students excel and achieve 

excellence 
• Coordinates the Junior High Spirit Club 
• Values the Catholic faith shown in all she does for 

the school and church community 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO SR. KATHLEEN  
Last week, Dr. Mark Myers, the new Catholic School’s 
Superintendent, informed us that he had chosen Sr. 
Kathleen to be the recipient of the Principal’s Light of 
Learning Award.  Sr. Kathleen truly deserves this 
recognition because she works so diligently to keep St. 
Jude a school for which we can all be proud.  Please be sure 
to thank her for all she does for our school and parish.   
Sincerely, 
Mrs. Buckel 
 
NCEA DISTINGUISHED GRADUATE AWARD  
Here’s an opportunity to recognize a St. Jude Graduate. 
The Executive Committee of the NCEA Department of 
Elementary Schools, desiring to acknowledge the 
achievements of Catholic elementary school graduates, 
established this award.  The hallmark of Catholic 
elementary school education is the accomplishments of its 
graduates. 
 The recipient must be a graduate of the Catholic 
elementary school that requests this award.  This person 
should have graduated from the school at least 10 years 
ago.  The recipient should have made some significant 
contribution to American society and/or the Catholic 
Church which reflect favorably on the education the person 
received in the Catholic elementary school. 
 I invite you to pray and consider a worthy graduate 
for this award.  Please send nominations to Sr. Kathleen 
by Dec. 18th. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
St. Jude School 

follows Ft. Wayne 

Community School 

schedule.   
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to let 

Mrs. Weissert know of 

any Christmas Parties 

that will involve 

lunches ASAP  
 

SERVER’S SCHEDULE 

Students in Grades 6, 7, 

and 8 received their 

server’s schedule for 

Dec., Jan., and Feb.  

Please ask your child 

about the schedule and be 

sure he/she is responsible 

for coming on the 

assigned date and time.   

 

St. Jude’s Christmas 
Dance 

 

Date:   December 12th 
7:00pm – 10:00pm 

St. Jude Church Basement 
Grade 6, 7 and 8 

 

Cost - $5.00 
 

Don’t forget your permission slip! 

 



“OUTSIDE THE BOX” PARENT SUPPORT GROUP  
 All parents of children with unique learning needs are 
invited to join St. Jude’s “Outside the Box” parent 
support group. We’re a group of parents blessed with 
children who can be creative, energetic and spontaneous 
but whose best traits may not be apparent in the 
traditional classroom setting.  
The group was formed to provide a place where parents 
can share their concerns, struggles and triumphs and 
discover ways to improve the educational experience for 
their “outside the box” children. We seek to improve and 
strengthen relationships with St. Jude administrators, 
teachers and staff and work together to increase 
understanding of these special children of God. We 
discuss positive, practical solutions in a way that shows 
respect for everyone involved, and discussions are kept 
confidential. Please join us as we come together in 
support, enrichment, solidarity and resource sharing.  
  
The Outside of the Box support group meets the 2nd 
Thursday of each month from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the 
Parish Center. For more information, contact Christine 
Hudson at 423-3572.  

 

CHRIST CHILD SOCIETY/STUFF THE MANGER  
Again this year, Student Council chose Christ Child of 
Fort Wayne Society as the organization they would like 
to donate to this year.  The CCS is a non-profit, 
volunteer organization that is dedicated solely to the 
mission of helping children in need.  We are asking each 
grade to collect items from the following list that the 
CCS has provided:  Items will be taken from the 
classrooms and placed in a manger on the stage in the 
S.A. Our goal is to fill it as much as possible!  During 
their lunch students will be able to see how "stuffed" the 
manger gets! 
 

*Crib Blankets   *Receiving Blankets   *Gowns 
*Onesies   *Socks/Booties   *Sleep n’ Play 
*Bibs   *Pacifiers  
The items will be collected from November 30th thru 
December 11th.   
 
 

CONTACT & WEBSITE FOR YEARBOOK PICTURES  
Please send any school related photos to Heather Olivas, 
yearbook coordinator, at OLEAVIT@VERIZON.NET.   
Please think of the yearbook when you take pictures of sports, 
class parties, clubs, etc.  Pictures on discs work very well also.  
If you need to send information through kid mail you can 
address it c/o Alysia Olivas room 8-106.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOGS & SUDS THANKS 
 

Many thanks to all who 
generously donated their time 
and talents to make this year’s 
Dog & Sud’s family night out 

lots of fun!  Help from 
volunteers with set up, 

cleanup, serving and dessert 
donations was enormously 

appreciated. 

POETRY CONTEST 
 
Congratulations to Eileen Bond in 
grade 5, who was chosen as a 1st 
place winner in the 2009 “I Love It 
When…” poetry contest 
sponsored by the Allen County 
Public Library.  Over 1200 people 
entered this year’s competition.  
Here is Eileen’s poem: 
I Love it when it rains!  Drip-drop, 

Drip-drop.  The raindrops sing 
against the window pane.  I make 
my way across the street and pull 
open the door to the library.  I take 
a deep breath, to take it all in, and 

suddenly my eyes land on 
Huckleberry Fin!  I pick it up gently, 

I flip through the pages, I feel 
myself drifting back through the 

ages.  There are mysteries, 
comedies, fiction, and more!  There 
are books, books, books and books 

galore!  I love it here; I love it out 
there, until I wake up, to warm, 

sunny air.  It’s but a dream. 
Ahhhhhh, Rain. 

Eileen Bond 
 



 

 

 
Saints Day 
Friday, December 4, 2009 
7:45 a.m. – 1:45 p.m. 
 

Saints Day is a fun visitation day open to all 8th grade 
students interested in attending Bishop Dwenger. For 
more information, please call Joanne Scully at (260) 
496-4703 or email jscully@bishopdwenger.com. 
 
James E. Robinson Merit Scholarship Exam 

REMINDER 

Saturday, December 5, 2009 

9:00 – 11:15 a.m. 

Bishop Dwenger will administer the James E. Robinson 
Merit Scholarship Exam to any 8th grade student 
interested in competing for a total of $5,000 in 
scholarship money to attend BDHS.  If you have any 
questions, please call the B. D. Guidance Office at (260) 
496-4701.   
 
Fair Trade Sale 

Bishop Dwenger will be hosting a Fair Trade sale 
the week of December 7-11 from 10:40am-
12:15pm and 3-3:30pm. Beautifully and fairly 
traded gifts, house wares, accessories, and other 
hand-crafted items from artisans and farmers living 
in developing regions will be on sale through this 
Work of Human Hands Program, a partnership 
between Catholic Relief Services and SERRV 
nonprofit organizations dedicated to fighting 
poverty. Every purchase made at the sale enables 
an artisan or farmer to better provide for the basic 
necessities of life, to educate her or his children, 
and to work in a safe environment.   
For more information:  Melissa Wheeler, 
mwheeler@bishopdwenger.com  
 

Bishop Dwenger to host free “Sounds of the 

Season” concert 

On Sunday, December 13, 2009, at 2pm, the Bishop 
Dwenger will present their annual “Sounds of the 
Season” Christmas concert. Performing ensembles 
include Percussion Ensemble, Concert Band, Orchestra, 
Jazz Band, Concert Choir, Advanced Choir, and a finale 
featuring all students in the music department as well as 
some faculty members. Admission is free! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Wrestling sign up sheets 
for St. Vincent’s have 
gone out with all 5-8 
grade boys.  An organized 
season of practice and 
dual meets are during the 
months of January-March 
with practices beginning 
January 4th.  Practices will 
be 3 times per week 
Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday from 3:30 – 
5:00pm and have several 
dual meets with local 
junior highs.  If you have 
questions regarding the 
program or carpooling, 
you are welcome to call 
Tim or Lisa Ng at 348-
2247 or 602-2827.  
 
CHEERS 
Cheers to the young boys 
and girls and their helpful 
parents from St. Jude 
Catholic School for doing 
a great job in raking our 
yard.  We appreciated 
their help very much on 
November 7th. 
Helen & Paul Savage 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
December Calendar. 
Counselor’s Corner 
BD Parents Night Out 
SCRIP Express 
 

God Bless You and 
Happy Advent! 
 
Sr. Kathleen  
Knueven, SND 
 



  
 

December 2009 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  Mass 107  1 Mass 304   2 Mass 113  3 Mass 206   4 5 
   

 
 
 
1:00pm 
Reconciliation 
Grade 4 

 
Midterms go 
home 
 
1:00pm 
Reconciliation  
Grade 8 

 
Biz Town 
Grade 5 
 
7:00pm  
1st 
Reconciliation 
Grade 2 

 
8:15am  
All School Mass 
 

Grade 8 
Visit Bishop 
Dwenger 
 
Fire Drill 
 

 

6 7 Mass 205   8 Mass 204   9 Mass 114  10 Mass 106  11 12 
  

Christmas 
Village→ 
 

D.D.D. 
(Dress Down 
Day) 
 

1:00pm  
Reconciliation 
Grade 6 

 

Christmas 
Village→ 
 

Holyday 
 

Feast of 
Immaculate 
Conception  
 

10:00am  Mass 
 

1:00pm  
Reconciliation 
Grade 5 

 

Christmas 
Village→ 
 
 

Grade 4 
Gingerbread 
Houses  
 

1:00pm 
Reconciliation 
Grade 7 

 

Christmas 
Village→ 
 

 

Christmas 
Village 
 
8:15am 
All School Mass 

Junior High 
Babysitting 
 
7:00– 10:00pm 
Christmas Dance 
Grade 6,7,8  
(St. Jude 
Basement) 

13 14 Mass 110  15 Mass 203  16 Mass 208  17 Mass 104  18 19 
  

 
7::00pm 
Grade 6-8 
Band & 
Choir 
Program 
(School 
Auditorium) 

 
9:30am 
Kindergarten 
Christmas 
Program 

 
9:30am 
Pre-K 
Christmas 
Program 

 
 
7:00pm 
Reconciliation 
Service 

 
8:15am 
All School 
Mass 

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
 Cristmas 

Break thru 
January 1 st

→ 

Christmas  
Break → 

Christmas 
Break → 

Christmas 
Break → 
 

 
 
 

5:00pm   
Mass 
 

11:00pm 
Mass 

Christmas 
Break → 
 

Christmas 
Day 
 

9:00am 
Mass 
 

11:00am 
Mass 

 

27 28 29 30 31   
  

 
 
Christmas 
Break → 

 
 
 
Christmas 
Break → 

 
 
 
Christmas 
Break → 

New Year's 
Eve 
 
Christmas 
Break → 

  

 



 
 

News from the Counselor: 

 
I can’t believe how quickly this year is progressing.  Thanksgiving is already past 
and Christmas is well on its way!  I hope everyone had a blessed Thanksgiving! 
 
I thought it was a good time for an update on the classroom guidance activities that 
I have been doing with the students at St. Jude Catholic School.  During the month 
of October and beginning of November, I completed the diocese required “Safe 
Environment” training for each student in Pre-K through grade 6.  Each year, we 
are required to present the training, so I try to make each presentation different, 
geared toward the grade level to which I am presenting.  This information is so 
important and I appreciate the attention that the students gave. 
 
Other activities that I am doing with the classes include: 
 
1st & 2nd grade-We are working on being good “Bucket Fillers”, not “Bucket 
Dippers”.  There are various activities that we do based on the book, “Have You 
Filled a Bucket Today”, which reinforces being kind to others.  When you are kind, 
you fill their bucket and your own bucket.  When you are unkind, you become a 
Bucket Dipper and take good feelings out of the buckets of others. 
 
3rd & 4th grade-We are using the “Cube of Love” activities.  The students really 
seem to like this activity.  We use a large cube with various goals, such as “Be 
kind”, “Stand up for what is right”, “Clean your room”, “Include all in play” and 
others.  We can alter the goal as needed.  Each session involves reviewing the 
previous session’s goal and how everyone did.  The students share how they lived 
the goal with each other.  Then, someone is randomly chosen to roll the cube.  
Whatever is rolled is what the goal is for the entire class.  We then brainstorm 
examples of how they can live that goal.  They are given forms to keep track of 
how they lived the goal.  I am typing their responses and would love to be able to 
make a book for each student, however I am not sure where to go for that.  Any 
ideas?  We end the activity with a prayer that a student reads aloud, followed by 
everyone praying the Our Father. 
 
5th & 6th grade-We are using brainstorm activities in each class.  The individual 
classes gathered ideas of areas that they felt they needed improvement and voted 
on the top 3 areas they as a class wanted to address.  They then decided in which 
order to address the areas and brainstormed strategies to make the desired 
changes.  By using this technique, we are empowering them and also giving them 
the responsibility to help improve the entire class.   
 
At this point, we will continue with the activities described above, as it appears the 
students do enjoy them and are taking the lessons to heart.  As always, if you have 
any questions, concerns, or suggestions, please feel free to contact me at 484-
4611, ext. 107 or at nhowe@stjudefw.org. 
 
Nancy Howe, School Counselor 
 
I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, they will forget what you 
did, but will always remember how you made them feel.  ~ Maya Angelou 

         
 



 
 

Parents Night Out 
 

December 4, 2009 
 

7:00-10:00 p.m. 
 

SAC Gym 
 

Ages 4 and up 

 
Parents! Enjoy a night to yourselves or spend it Christmas Shopping. 

While you are out, your child will enjoy movies, group games, 
cheerleading, and much, much more. Donation of $20 per child 

 
Send registration to BDHS Attention: Amy Gonzagowski 

 
Make Checks payable to BD Cheerleading 

 
 

Name _______________________________________ 
 
 

Age ____ Contact phone number_________________ 
 

Walk ins welcome!!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



St. Jude Catholic School 

SCRIP EXPRESS 
Volume 9 Issue 13                                                                                          
December 1, 2009  
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas, everywhere you go!  With only 24 
shopping days left, 
St. Jude SCRIP-For-Tuition is the place to go for all your holiday shopping needs!! 
Guess you could say that we’re your one stop holiday shop!!! 
 
To help make your holiday shopping easier, we are currently selling SCRIP every 
weekend after Saturday 5:00pm Mass and after Sunday 7am, 9am and 11am 
Masses until Christmas.  You can still purchase SCRIP on Tuesdays via Kidmail, in 
the Parish Center on Wednesday evenings (5:30-6:30pm) and Thursday mornings 
(8-10am).  Please note:  we will NOT be selling SCRIP during Christmas 
break---your last opportunity to purchase SCRIP in 2009 will be  
December 19th and 20th after Masses.  SCRIP sales will resume with Kidmail 
on Tuesday, January 5, 2010.  Mark your calendars! 
 
One quick reminder:  For those of you new to SCRIP and wish to use Kidmail, your 
SCRIP Responsible Child Permission Form must be completed and returned to us 
before we can send your SCRIP home with your child. 
 

SCRIP Reminders/Updates 
*Your check needs to be enclosed with your Kidmail order form.  We will be 
unable to fill or send your SCRIP home without your check.  SCRIP checks are 
deposited the day of the SCRIP sale.  We cannot accept post dated checks nor can 
we hold your check.  We cannot exchange your SCRIP once you have purchased 
it.   
 

*We strongly suggest that you plan ahead when purchasing your SCRIP 
for the holidays.  Our national SCRIP broker is recommending that any special 
orders be placed no later than this week (the week of December 1st) to ensure 
delivery in time for Christmas.  The very last possible date to place a Special 
Order/Prepay is December 10. Also, please give us a heads-up if you need a 
large quantity of SCRIP from any one merchant to ensure we have the amount 
you require.  We are stocking a limited number of Christmas vendors until demand 
increases.  When placing a Special order/Prepay order, please look up the vendor 
information and be as specific as possible…ie…vendor name, if it’s listed under a 
different vendor, denomination, ect.  We would hate to order you Champps 
America when you wanted Champs Sports.   
 

Holiday Percentage Increases 
Our SCRIP broker has informed us of these temporary percentage increases: 
     Cabela’s Sporting Goods has increased to 12%, 
     Fashion Bug has increased to 6%, 
     Jiffy Lube has increased to 8%, 
     Eddie Bauer has increased to 8%, 
     Shutterfly has increased to 12%,  
     Red Robin has increased to 9%, 
     Outback Steakhouse has increased to 6% 
     Bass Pro Shop has increased to 9% 
     Kmart has increased to 8% 



     T.G.I.Friday’s has increased to 8% 
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December 1, 2009 
 
 
SCRIP Ideas 

• Did you take a medallion off the Giving Tree?  The presents are due this 
weekend (12/5 & 12/6). 

 

• Don’t forget teacher gifts!  We have plenty of United Art & Education SCRIP 
in stock.  Don’t know your child’s teacher’s favorite restaurant?  The room 
parent should have that info…we know that certain teachers love Casa’s, 
Cebolla’s Mexican Grill, Cracker Barrel, and Dicky’s Wild Hare… we also 
know that certain teachers love their morning coffee…Firefly and Starbuck’s 
are both in stock! 

 
• Start thinking about stocking stuffers!  Think about your mail carrier, 

newspaper carrier, the neighbor who watched your house while you were 
on vacation!  The following are available for $10 or less:  Bath & Body 
Works, Borders, Barnes & Noble, Rave movie Passes, Mike’s Carwash, 
Blockbuster Video, McVan’s, Firefly Coffee House, Starbuck’s, Cinema Grill, 
DeBrand Chocolates, and Cookie Cottage. 

 

• Are your Christmas lights all tangled up?  Does only half the strand work?  
Has your tree seen better days?  Get new decorations or better yet, get the 
prelit tree with Lowe’s, Macy’s, Kohl’s, or Menard’s SCRIP. 

 
We have been informed by our national brokerage house that the following SCRIP 
is no longer available: 
     **Max and Erma’s Restaurant 
     **SCRIP wallets 
 
SCRIP-For-Tuition Hours 
Please note:  St. Jude School Kidmail is on Tuesdays, when school is in session. 
Wednesday evenings 5:30-6:30pm in the Parish Center 
Thursday mornings 8-10am in the Parish Center 
 
Special Holiday Schedule (all sales in the Parish Center) 
After Saturday evening Mass---------------------now through December 
19 
After Sunday 7am, 9am, and 11am Masses-----now through December 
20 
 
Reminder 
Any checks returned for insufficient funds are your responsibility.  A $20.00 fee will 
be charged for each check returned.  You will be unable to purchase SCRIP until 
the matter is resolved. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the St. Jude SCRIP-For-Tuition program, 
please feel free to contact Cyndi Archer (749-6062) or Jodi Deiser (420-8999), 
SCRIP Coordinators.   


